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questions propounded and the answers
thereto, together with all objections
made (but not including argument or
debate), shall be reduced to writing and
certified by the officer before whom
the deposition was taken. Thereafter,
the officer shall forward the deposition
and one (1) copy thereof to the party at
whose instance the deposition was
taken and shall forward one (1) copy to
the representative of the other party.

(3) A deposition may be admitted
into evidence as against any party who
was present or represented at the tak-
ing of the deposition, or who had due
notice thereof, if the hearing officer
finds that there are sufficient reasons
for admission and that the admission
of the evidence would be fair to all par-
ties and comport with the require-
ments of due process.

(b)(1) At any time after the initiation
of the appeal, any party may serve
upon any other party written interrog-
atories to be answered by the party
served, or by an authorized representa-
tive of the party if the party served is
a corporate or governmental entity.
The party served shall furnish all infor-
mation which is available to it.

(2) Bach interrogatory shall be an-
swered separately and fully in writing
under oath by the party addressed or
by an authorized representative. The
time and manner of returning the in-
terrogatory shall be prescribed by the
hearing officer.

§18.8 Recommended decision.

Within a reasonable time after the
close of the record of the hearings con-
ducted under §18.6, the hearing officer
shall submit findings of fact, conclu-
sions of law, and a recommended order
to the responsible agency official, in
writing. The hearing officer shall
promptly make copies of these docu-
ments available to the parties.

§18.9 Final agency decision.

(a) In hearings conducted under §18.6,
the responsible agency official shall
make the final agency decision, on the
basis of the record, findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations presented
by the hearing examiner.

(b) Prior to making a final decision,
the responsible agency official shall
give the parties an opportunity to sub-
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mit the following, within thirty (30)
days after the submission of the hear-
ing officer’s recommendations:

(1) Proposed findings and determina-
tions;

(2) Exceptions to the recommenda-
tions of the hearing officer; and

(3) Supporting reasons for the excep-
tions or proposed findings or deter-
minations; and

(4) Final briefs summarizing the ar-
guments presented at the hearing.

(c) All determinations, findings and
conclusions made by the responsible
agency official shall be final and con-
clusive upon the responsible agency
and all appellants.

§18.10 Rehearing.

(a) Any appellant dissatisfied with a
final agency decision under §18.9 may,
within 30 days after the notice of the
final agency decision is sent, request
the responsible agency official to re-re-
view the record, and present additional
evidence which is appropriate and per-
tinent to support a different decision.

(b) If the responsible agency official
finds that the appellant has:

(1) Presented evidence or argument
which is sufficiently significant to re-
quire the conduct of further pro-
ceedings; or

(2) Shown some defect in the conduct
of the initial hearing sufficient to
cause substantial unfairness or an erro-
neous finding in that hearing, the re-
sponsible agency official may require
that another oral hearing be held on
one or more of the issues in con-
troversy, or permit the dissatisfied
party to present further evidence or ar-
gument in writing.

(¢c) Any rehearing ordered by the re-
sponsible agency official shall be con-
ducted pursuant to §§18.5-18.8.
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